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were no maps and when all delineations on the ground had to be made by the geologists themselves. But I must emphasize the deep influence that Lesley exerted on the progress of geography and geology in America by urging with his friend, Benjamin S. Lyman, through direct action and through repeated intimation, the necessity of using equidistant horizontal contour lines for the correct representation of land forms as well as of stratigraphic surfaces. Before the inception of the work inaugurated by the present United States Geological Survey, it is probable that the numerous sheets published by Lesley and his able assistant Ashburner on the anthracite basins of Pennsylvania were the largest and the most accurate in existence at the time.
There is a last name I would not like to omit, speaking of that first period and of the eastern part of the United States, that of Percival, whose studies in the Triassic faulted lowlands of Connecticut have been so ingeniously and thoroughly rejuvenated—or rather replaced, to be more exact,—by our dear friend and master, Professor "W. M. Davis. Some of us may remember this when we go back in thought to our preliminary excursion around New Haven.
In New Haven, again, lived for three quarters of a century a man who, without being able to do extensive field work himself on American ground, on account of his professional duties as a teacher, has contributed in the most efficient manner to the progress of earth-knowledge: James Dwight Dana. His Manual of Geology, which has passed through several editions, remains a storehouse of facts; it was largely instrumental in bringing into prominence the study of dynamic processes, particularly among geographers. Moreover, through his innumerable contributions to the American Journal of Science, of which he was the editor, Dana did his best to disseminate among the general public the results obtained by government expeditions or private investigators. The diffusion of American research owes him a great deal. While still a young man, he took part as a geologist in the United States Exploring Expedition to the Pacific. His two most important contributions from that time, a work on Coral Islands and a report on the great volcanoes in Hawaii, won for Dana, and very justly, a world-wide reputation. I shall never forget his bright eyes, silver hair and noble face, as I saw him at his home in 1891.
New York shares with Canada the privilege of possessing the most

